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Seeing: Our Current Cultural Moment 

 

The founding of the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) in May 1845 

The SBC was “founded on the proposition that chattel slavery could flourish 

alongside the gospel of Jesus Christ. Its founders believed this arrangement was 

not just possible but also divinely mandated.” 

The SBC fully supported the Confederacy and after the South lost the Civil War, 

its secessionist brand of religion not only survived but thrived. 

“Its powerful role as a religious institution that sacralized white supremacy allowed 

the SBC to spread its roots during the late nineteenth century to dominate southern 

culture. And by the mid-twentieth century, the SBC ultimately evolved into the 

single largest Christian denomination in the country, setting the tone for American 

Christianity overall and Christianity’s influence in public life.” 

While northern white Christians clashed with southern Christians over the issue of 

slavery, it became clear that these convictions did not translate into commitments 

to black equality. 

“This shared commitment to white supremacy, and black inferiority, was the 

central bridge that fostered the rather swift reconciliation between southern and 

northern whites overall, and southern and northern white Christians specifically.” 

“This book puts forward a simple proposition: it is time—indeed well past time—

for white Christians in the United States to reckon with the racism of our past and 

the willful amnesia of our present. Underneath the glossy, self-congratulatory 

histories that white Christian churches have written about themselves is a thinly 

veiled, deeply troubling reality. White Christian churches have not just been 

complacent; they have not only been complicit; rather, as the dominant cultural 

power in America, they have been responsible for constructing and sustaining a 

project to protect white supremacy and resist black equality. This project has 

framed the entire American story.” 

For nearly all of American history, the white Jesus of white congregations “was 

not merely indifferent to the status quo of racial inequality; he demanded its 

defense and preservation as part of the natural, divinely ordained order of things.” 


